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Mr. Gant has been a member of IBEW 

Local 351 since he began his apprenticeship 
in the Spring of 1974. Mr. Gant served as an 
apprentice for five years before he became a 
full-fledged electrician in 1979. Ten years 
later, at the age of 36, he joined the local 
union executive board. 

From there, he moved swiftly up the ranks 
and was appointed IBEW Local Union 351 
President in 1994. Until his recent retirement 
he served as the Business Manager and Fi-
nancial Secretary of the local. 

As an example of his commitment to not 
only improving his immediate community but 
the state as a whole, Mr. Gant has served as 
President of the New Jersey State Electrical 
Workers Association since 2002. 

Mr. Gant has served as the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the IBEW Local 351 Joint Ap-
prenticeship and Training Committee to ad-
vance opportunities for young people to join 
the workforce with gainful employment. 

Ed Gant is a man who knows what it is to 
put in a hard day’s work with your hands. 
Building trades jobs are some of the best jobs 
around but they are not always the safest. Mr. 
Gant understood that and donated his time to 
serve as the Director of the IBEW New Jersey 
State Lineman Safety Fund. 

I had the distinct honor and privilege to work 
with Ed at IBEW Local 351 until my retirement 
to join this body, and I wish him all the best 
in his retirement after over 40 years. 

Mr. Speaker, Edward H. Gant is a great 
man whose contributions toward the working 
men and women of this country will not be for-
gotten. I join with all of New Jersey in hon-
oring the investment that he has made in his 
community. 
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HONORING HAMILTON SCHOLAR 
SARAH HILL 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Seneca High School student Sarah Hill 
for being awarded the 2016 Hamilton Scholars 
Award for outstanding academic accomplish-
ments and community service. 

The Hamilton Scholars Award is presented 
nationally by the Alexander Hamilton Scholars, 
a non-profit organization designed to build 
leaders of character who improve our nation 
and our world through their service, innova-
tion, and excellence. 

To be considered for the Hamilton Scholars 
Award, one must be a high school junior who 
has demonstrated financial need, academic 
excellence, commitment to community service, 
and leadership potential. 35 to 40 students are 
selected each year to complete a rigorous 
three year program designed to provide them 
with practical tools for success in college and 
the post-college world. Students like Sarah 
who qualify for this incredibly selective honor 
exemplify top-tier diligence and academic tal-
ent. 

Sarah has displayed the ability to not only 
excel in the classroom, but to balance her 
academics with such extracurricular activities 
as being president of her Future Business 
Leaders of America chapter and district, presi-
dent and founder of her school’s Junior State 

of America, and her involvement in other such 
organizations as Student Council, National 
Honor Society, and the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Missouri’s Sev-
enth Congressional District, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Sarah for 
this distinguished achievement and wishing 
her the best of luck in all her future endeav-
ors. 

f 

PASSMORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
PLACES THIRD AT THE NA-
TIONAL SEAPERCH CHALLENGE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Alvin, TX Passmore Elemen-
tary School Sea Sharks II for placing third in 
the Obstacle Course Challenge at the National 
SeaPerch Challenge at Louisiana State Uni-
versity. 

The U.S. Navy National SeaPerch Chal-
lenge is an underwater robotics competition. 
The Passmore Elementary School built and 
operated their own remotely operated vehicles 
that function underwater and are designed to 
complete an obstacle course. The SeaPerch 
Challenge competition judges the students’ 
underwater vehicles in poster and interview 
first, and then two underwater challenges fol-
low. The first being an obstacle course and 
the second being an orbs challenge where the 
students move different sized balls into sub-
merged containers. The students develop 
problem-solving, teamwork and technical skills 
through this competition. They were awarded 
3rd Place in the Obstacle Course Challenge. 
We are very proud of what these bright young 
students have accomplished. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Passmore Elementary School Sea 
Sharks II for placing third at the National 
SeaPerch Challenge. Keep up the great work. 
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TRIBUTE TO BONNIE AND RONNIE 
EBLEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Bonnie and 
Ronnie Eblen on the very special occasion of 
their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Bonnie and Ronnie were married on June 3, 
1956, residing now in Creston, Iowa. Their life-
long commitment to each other and their fam-
ily truly embodies Iowa’s values. As the years 
pass, may their love continue to grow even 
stronger and may they continue to love, cher-
ish, and honor one another for many more 
years to come. 

I salute this lovely couple on their 60 years 
of life together and I wish them many more. I 
know my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating them on this momentous occasion. 

HONORING SYKES CHAPEL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical church, Sykes Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church of Lambert, Mississippi and the great 
leadership it is under. 

Sykes Chapel Missionary Baptist Church 
was founded in the 1900s by the share crop-
ping plantation families: the Sykes family, the 
Noble family, the Cox family, and the McCray 
family. For years, there was no building for 
worship service. Therefore, the families went 
from house to house worshipping and praising 
God. The plantation was first-owned by Mr. 
Yeager who later gave it to his relative, Mr. E. 
H. Anderson. Mr. Anderson was more of a 
God-fearing man who would often attend 
some of the worship services, sometimes 
standing in the back or just stopping by one of 
the homes. 

The Sykes family was the oldest and first 
family on the plantation. Therefore, the fami-
lies gathered together and sold cakes to raise 
a little money. Afterwards, they asked Mr. An-
derson to allow them to have a spot to build 
a church. Mr. Anderson allowed them to build 
a one-room shot gun building and allowed the 
men on the plantation to provide the labor. 
There was one wood heater and no air, but 
the families continued to praise God. 

The members along with Mr. Anderson 
agreed to name the church Sykes Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. Afterwards, they se-
lected a pastor to lead them. Minister Richard-
son was the first pastor selected. He served 
for a while, and later God called him home. In 
addition to the church, Mr. Anderson provided 
them with burial ground, and they called it the 
Sykes Chapel Cemetery. Some of the mem-
bers are actually buried there. 

Later, the church was destroyed twice—first 
by storm and later by fire. With the assistance 
of Mr. Anderson and loyal families, the church 
was rebuilt twice. After rebuilding the church, 
they had worship service once a month. The 
church has been under the leadership of sev-
eral pastors: Rev. Harry Benimon, Rev. Rollie 
Lee, Rev. Arthur Lee, Rev. Lloyd Johnson, 
and Rev. Robert Griffin. 

Pastor Lloyd Johnson enjoyed praising God. 
He encouraged members to attend church 
every Sunday, and the membership increased. 
He later had a vision to build a larger sanc-
tuary. In the process of preparing to build a 
larger church, no deed was found. Several 
deacons, including Deacon Albert Emerson, 
Deacon James Lee McCray, Deacon Ollie 
McCray, and Deacon Eddie Moore went to Mr. 
Anderson to inquire about the deed, and he 
sold the land to Sykes Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church for $1.00. In addition to the 
new sanctuary, a bus and van were pur-
chased; outreach ministries and abstinence 
programs were started. Pastor Johnson 
served as pastor for seventeen years, until 
God called him home. 

God sent Pastor Robert Griffin, who served 
for approximately four years. Under his leader-
ship, the church continued to praise God. The 
youth ministry flourished, and the church was 
paid off in one and a half years. 
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Currently, Sykes Chapel Missionary Baptist 

Church is under the leadership of Pastor 
Derell Wiley. He believes that we can truly 
move mountains through prayer and faith. His 
established mission for Sykes Chapel is: ‘‘Ex-
alting the Savior, Equipping the Saints, and 
Evangelizing the Sinner.’’ In his vision, souls 
are saved, minds are renewed, hearts are 
cleansed, and members are rejuvenated. He 
emphasizes that the atmosphere will be shift-
ed and a change will occur when we work to-
gether and embrace others with love, for God 
is love. 

They are a little country church, but they 
serve an awesome God, who is able to trans-
form minds, spirits, and lives. Under Pastor 
Wiley’s leadership, they are growing physically 
and spiritually-studying and standing on the 
word of God. The following ministries have 
been started: Youth Ministry, Jail Ministry and 
Counseling, and the Convalescent Home Min-
istry. In addition, the church webpage, 
www.sykeschapel.com, was established. 

By faith, they are discovering their purposes 
and trusting God for His promises. As God 
leads and guides, the future ministries will be 
developed: family ministries, couple ministries, 
and single ministries, as we become spiritually 
and physically prepared for God’s kingdom. By 
faith, mountains are being moved, sinners are 
seeking Christ, and Christians are being re-
stored. 

The Sykes Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church, believes that the greatest privilege 
and responsibility is to create disciples for 
Christ. The members are therefore committed 
to fulfilling their purpose through worship, fel-
lowship, ministry, and Christian education. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Sykes Chapel Missionary Bap-
tist Church for its dedication to serving our 
great community and country. 
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF 
DOWNEY’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the City of Downey on 
its 60th anniversary, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Downey and its 
residents on this magnificent milestone. It is 
my great privilege to represent this distin-
guished and dynamic city as part of Califor-
nia’s 40th Congressional District. 

The City of Downey, home to more than 
113,000 residents, is a diverse community 
with a small-town friendliness located in the 
middle of an expansive metropolitan area. 
Downey, named an All-America City in 2013, 
was incorporated in 1956 after a lively local 
debate in which residents campaigned for, and 
ultimately won, self-governance of the formerly 
unincorporated Downey community. 

Since that time, Downey has consistently 
been known for its quality residential neighbor-
hoods, excellent schools, rich aerospace his-
tory, and engaging civic life. From the first 
Taco Bell restaurant and the oldest oper-
ational McDonald’s, to the Apollo Space Pro-
gram and Space Shuttles, Downey embodies 
its motto, ‘‘Future Unlimited.’’ 

Like the proponents of Downey’s incorpora-
tion in the 1950s—many of whom are still ac-

tively engaged in the community—the succes-
sive generations of Downey residents have 
been committed to making Downey the very 
best it can be. City leaders continuously strive 
to improve the high quality of life for which the 
City of Downey is known, by providing the 
best possible service to residents, businesses, 
and each other in a professional, ethical, and 
responsible manner. 

Downey has experienced significant devel-
opments during the last decade, including the 
revitalization of its downtown; an arts and cul-
ture movement, the city’s new branding iden-
tity, Discover Downey; and, most significantly, 
the redevelopment of the former NASA Indus-
trial Plant Site. 

Today, the NASA site has been transformed 
from a vacant and blighted eyesore to a new 
and thriving community asset. On the northern 
end of the NASA site, the Downey Landing 
Commercial Center boasts 375,000 square 
feet of high-quality retail options for Downey 
residents. Kaiser Medical Center Downey, a 
new 352-bed hospital, created approximately 
3,000 jobs, and has many environmentally 
friendly features and new medical offices. Dis-
covery Sports Complex provided Downey resi-
dents with its first new public park space in 
more than 30 years. 

The Columbia Memorial Space Center, 
which honors the crew of STS–107 lost on 
February 1, 2003, has been named the official 
national memorial to the Space Shuttle Colum-
bia by a joint resolution of the U.S. Senate 
and House of Representatives. The center 
opened its doors in 2009 and is a popular 
destination for students and educators seeking 
to learn about space and science. 

Most recent is the development of the 
Promenade at Downey, a 656,000-square-foot 
shopping center and entertainment district. 
The Promenade is Downey’s newest commu-
nity gathering spot and tourist destination, 
merging retail, dining, and entertainment with 
a one-of-a-kind walk through history. 

Close to 60 years after incorporation, Dow-
ney remains a special place. Downey’s inde-
scribable essence of community is why gen-
erations of residents remain there, and why 
Downey continues to be a beacon to its sur-
rounding cities. The relationships between 
Downey’s individuals and institutions—be-
tween its community organizations, schools, 
local businesses, houses of worship, and resi-
dents—mean that Downey is uniquely capable 
of facing the challenges of the 21st century 
with the same spirit of vigor and commitment 
that created the city. This spirit will guide Dow-
ney as it continues into the ‘‘Future Unlimited,’’ 
ensuring public safety, encouraging economic 
growth, supporting environmental responsi-
bility, and building on its illustrious past. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in cele-
brating Downey’s 60th anniversary, and in 
wishing the city continued prosperity, growth, 
and happiness in all the years to come. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5538) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
opposition to the Goodlatte amendment, which 
would jeopardize state efforts to clean up the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Mr. Chair, in my home state of Maryland, at 
the center of the Bay watershed, there’s a lot 
of concern about pollution behind the 
Conowingo Dam. The sediment and nutrients 
there don’t just materialize out of nothing. 
They come from Pennsylvania, down the Sus-
quehanna River, and are caught by the dam 
in Maryland. Pennsylvania’s water, and pollu-
tion, doesn’t stop at the Mason-Dixon line. 

The Bay states have recognized the need to 
work together to protect the Chesapeake for 
three decades. But for most of that time, we 
haven’t made the progress we need because 
there was no way to make sure that every 
state was keeping its commitment. That’s why 
the states asked for federal assistance in 2008 
and the federal government agreed to act as 
a backstop, giving every state the confidence 
to take action because they know they and 
their partners will be held accountable. 

This has been working and has been upheld 
by the federal courts. The states are not ask-
ing for repeal. But this amendment would re-
move the accountability provisions that have 
been critical to the plan’s success. 

If Pennsylvania doesn’t meet its responsibil-
ities, Maryland sees the consequences at the 
Conowingo Dam. If Maryland doesn’t do its 
job, it jeopardizes Virginia’s oyster popu-
lations. We have a collaborative process in 
place, and our states have made significant in-
vestments and important progress. I urge my 
colleagues to respect the states’ partnership 
and oppose the Goodlatte amendment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately 
on July 11, 2016, I missed roll call vote 401. 

On roll call vote 401, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on final passage of 
H.R. 5602, ‘‘To amend title 31, United States 
Code, to authorize the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to include all funds when issuing certain 
geographic targeting orders, and for other pur-
poses.’’ 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
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